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Center for Southeast Asian Studies at Northern Illinois University • Week of Aug. 23, 2021

Students visit the CSEAS booth Aug. 20 during the Campus Resource Fair held outdoors in the MLK Commons.

Back with in-person classes, exhibits, cultural events
CSEAS welcomes students and faculty back to campus. The Center is open 8 to 4:30 Monday through Friday, and
available by phone (815-753-1771) and email (cseas@niu.edu)

CSEAS Quick Links
√ CSEAS website
√ Southeast Asia Crossroads
podcast

√ Mandala 2020-21
√ CSEAS Facebook page
√ CSEAS Twitter feed
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A word from CSEAS Director Judy Ledgerwood
Welcome everyone to a new academic year and a return to in-person learning! We are excited to be back! We
have the Diversity Center Open House Aug. 26 and a welcome back potluck Aug. 27 this week. See details
later in the bulletin. The first Center Associates meeting is Sept. 1 and the first brownbag lecture of the year is
Sept. 3. Many activities are upon us quickly so don’t miss out! There is the Karen refugee exhibit, which
opened on Aug. 24 at the NIU Art Museum, and Burmavision 2021, the 14th International Burma Studies
Conference Sept. 16–19. Please take a moment at any of these events on campus to greet our four new Foreign
Language Teaching Assistants, from Thailand, Myanmar, Indonesia and the Philippines. Chit Wityi Oo from
Myanmar, who was here on a Fulbright last year, is here for another year as a Post-Doc. And we have a new
Fulbright student in education from Myanmar, Aik Paung Seinn. It is wonderful that we have these visiting
scholars when travel is so difficult. In collaboration with the other SEA centers under Graduate Education and
Training in Southeast Asian Studies (GETSEA) auspices, we are teaching Intermediate Lao language this year.
This online program is taught by Sam Inthaly, who will not be joining us in person, but will be joining some of
our gatherings remotely. She wants to be a part of the Center, so think of ways to loop her in. Thanks to
everyone for the warm words of welcome as I return to the Center. It feels like coming home.

Room in your schedule? Sign up for another fall SEA studies class
There is still time to register for a fall Southeast Asian studies class, most of which are in-person. We welcome
back from sabbatical CSEAS faculty associates Kikue Hamayotsu (Political Science), Judy Ledgerwood
(Anthropology), and Jui-Ching Wang (School of Music).
In addition to SEA language classes in Burmese, Indonesian, Khmer, Tagalog and Thai, fall SEA
courses include:
 ANTH 302/790, Asian American Cultures (Judy Ledgerwood)
 ANTH 328/790, Anthropology of Religion (Micah Morton)
 ARTH 370, Studies in Asian Art: South and Southeast Asian Art (Catherine Raymond)
 GEOG 382, Geography of Disease and Health (James Wilson)
 HDFS 384, Asian American Families (Yujun Liu)
 HIST 346, Women in Asian History (Trude Jacobsen)
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 HIST 443, History of Islamic Southeast Asia (Eric Jones)
 POLS 285, Introduction to International Relations (Aarjen Glas)
 POLS 377, Revolt, Revolution and Genocide (Kheang Un)
 POLS 378, Political Islam (Kikue Hamayotsu)
 POLS 384, Contemporary Foreign Policy (Aarjen Glas)
 MUHL 321, Thai Music Ensemble (Chamni Sripraram, instructor)
 MUSE 370/670, Gamelan I (Alexander Yoffe, Jui-Ching Wang)
 SEAS 225, Southeast Asia: Crossroads of the World (Eric Jones)
Note: the Center’s foundational course, SEAS 225, Southeast Asia: Crossroads of the World, also includes an
Honors section. For details and course descriptions, see complete course list.

See CSEAS at academic diversity centers open house Thursday
Join CSEAS and the centers for Burma Studies, Black Studies, Latino and Latin American Studies, and Women,
Gender and Sexuality Studies for the Academic Diversity Centers Open House from noon to 3 p.m. Thursday,
Aug. 26 on College View Court outside Pottenger House. There will be snacks, music, and a plethora of
information on pursuing area studies at NIU along with opportunities to connect with student clubs affiliated
with all five centers. (For CSEAS, students from the Southeast Asia Club and the Burma Interest Group-NIU
will be on hand.). After you have blissed out to the sound of Javanese gamelan (at 12:30 p.m.), led by instructor
Alex Yoffe, step up to participate in Thai drumming led by Thai music instructor Chamni Siripraram.

Burmese refugee exhibit opens at NIU Art Museum
“The Art of Surviving: The Journey of Burmese Karen Refugees in Illinois,” a Center for Burma Studies exhibit
that has been several years in the making, opened this week at the NIU Art Museum. This exhibit, on display
through Nov. 12, examines the Burmese Karen refugee experience through recreations of home, glimpses of
refugee camps, artifacts, textiles, oral histories, and photographs. During the course of the exhibition, there
will be online and in-person talks by curator Catherine Raymond with NIU alumni Thomas Rhoden (Ph.D.
political science, 2017), whose research focused on refugees along the Thai-Burmese border, and Karla Findley
(MA anthropology, 2017), who has worked with Illinois Karen refugee communities for the past 15 years. Both
were involved in the creation of this exhibition. Other events include talks by local Karen refugees, their young
adult children who are now NIU students, and area organizations who have helped welcome refugees into
northern Illinois. These special events will take place in 125 Altgeld Hall; seating is limited and require masks
to attend.

Burmavision 2021: See you (virtually) in September

Raymond

The 14th International Burma Studies Conference, originally set for last fall on campus, will
take place online Sept. 16–19. The conference theme is “Burmavision 2021: Political Crisis,
Social Resilience, and Cultural Vibrance in Myanmar.” Coordinated by the NIU Center for
Burma Studies, the Burma Studies Foundation Board of Trustees, and the Burma Studies
Group, final details for the conference will be released soon. The event typically draws several
hundred Burma/Myanmar scholars from around the world. “The goal is to provide an
interdisciplinary space where students and researchers of the country and region can come
together and share their findings, debate ideas, and discuss controversial issues,” states CBS
Director Catherine Raymond. “We fully acknowledge that the political circumstances are
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changing quickly, and we strive to be inclusive, and will update any organizational changes on the website as
circumstances warrant.”

New on Crossroads podcast: Elephant riders of Burma forestlands
In the latest episode of Southeast Asia Crossroads, Jacob Shell, associate professor of
geography and urban studies at Temple University, discusses with host and CSEAS
Assistant Director Eric Jones his interest in elephants through his research on
transportation on animal-back. His first book, Transportation and Revolt: Pigeons,
Mules, Canals, and the Vanishing Geographies of Subversive Mobility, was published by
MIT Press in 2015. From there, Shell set out to write a book about elephants as a
means of transportation, leading him to the teak forests of central Myanmar. His
resulting book, Giants of the Monsoon Forest: Living and Working with Elephants, was
published by WW Norton in 2019. With 72 episodes, Southeast Asia Crossroads’ following has grown to 50,000
listens since its 2016 debut with listeners in 100 countries; topics range from history and politics to art and
culture. Tune in also to Napalm in the Morning, an exploration of films dealing with the Vietnam War.

Save the dates: Fall potluck, refugee exhibit, SEA showcase










Aug. 27: CSEAS Fall Potluck for faculty, staff and students at the home of CSEAS associates Catherine
Raymond and Alan Potkin, 409 Fairmont, DeKalb, 4 to 7 p.m.
Sept. 2: Curator Catherine Raymond and two NIU involved alumni discuss the making of “The Art of
Surviving” exhibit at 6 p.m. in an online and in-person presentation.
Sept. 16–19: International Burma Studies Conference, NIU, hosted by the Center for Burma Studies. See
website.
Sept. 30: “Living in Confinement”: Members of the Burmese Karen refugee community of Aurora share
their experiences of living in refugee camps before coming to the U.S. in online and in-person
presentation at 5 p.m. Moderated by Karla Findley.
Oct. 14: “Land of Hope: Living Together in the U.S.”: Aurora, IL community members who have
welcomed refugees share their experiences in online and in-person presentation at 5 p.m. Moderated
by Karla Findley,
Oct. 28: “Huskie Refugees at NIU”: Three NIU students share their experiences as young adult children
of Burmese Karen refugees in online and in-person presentation at 5 p.m.
Nov. 5: 125th Anniversary Celebration Concert: Showcase of Southeast Asian Performing Arts, 7 p.m.
CST, Boutell Hall. Accompanied by “Looking at Women in Contemporary Burma” exhibit, on display
in the adjacent Whitney Gallery Sept. 30 to Dec. 10. Opening reception at 6 p.m. before concert.

Conferences, workshops, webinars
Conferences
 International Burma Studies Conference, Sept. 16–19, Northern Illinois University, ONLINE. See
website.
 Canadian Council for Southeast Asian Studies Conference, Oct. 21–24, Vancouver. See website.
 2021 National Humanities Conference, Nov. 11–14, Detroit. See website.
 Modern Language Association Conference, Jan. 6–9, Washington. D.C. Covering such issues as big
data and social media in Southeast Asia. See website.
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Money for study
Center for Indonesian Policy Studies
 Visiting research fellowships: Opportunities for Indonesian and non-Indonesian students completing
their Indonesia-related doctorate and post-graduate theses to conduct field research in Indonesia over
3-6 month period. No deadline to apply. See website.
Rotary International
 Rotary Peace Fellowships: Fully paid fellowships for master’s degree (up to two years) or professional
development certificate studies (three months) offered through six universities worldwide. See website.
Council of American Overseas Research Centers
 Fellowships: For U.S. doctoral candidates and postdocs. See website.
Center for Indonesian Policy Studies
 Visiting research fellowships: Opportunities for Indonesian and non-Indonesian students completing
their Indonesia-related doctorate and post-graduate theses to conduct field research in Indonesia over
3-6 month period. No deadline to apply. See website.
ProFellow
 Dissertation Research Fellowships: Check the ProFellow website for 30 different opportunities for
dissertation research funding.

Careers
U.S.-ASEAN Business Council
 Policy and research internships: Semester internships based in Washington, D.C. Recent graduates
encouraged to apply. For details, email internships@usasean.org. See website.
Bridge to Success
 English Teachers in China: Ten-month- internships and jobs for English speakers with bachelor’s
degree minimum. See website.
Center for Strategic and International Studies
 Internships: Full- and part-time internships for undergraduates, advanced students and recent
graduates who are interested in gaining practical experience in public policy. Based in Washington,
DC. Rolling deadlines to apply. See website.
Eurasia Group
 See website for job opportunities.
Globaljobs.org
 Job/internship opportunities: Turn area studies into an internship or a career. See job listings at NGOs,
think tanks, government, and private-sector employers. See website.
Chinese Mutual Aid Association
 Interns: Pan-Asian social service organization accepting candidates for interns for business
development, grant writing and workforce development and outreach liaison duties. Compensation in
college credit. See website.
US Department of State
 Student internship program: Internship opportunities for undergraduate and graduate students at
Washington headquarters and US embassies, consulates and missions worldwide. Explore
postgraduate civil-service career paths as well. See program website. Career opportunities: Internships
and jobs posted regularly on website.
Association of Southeast Asian Nations
 Jobs listed under Opportunities tab of ASEAN website.
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Devex: Do Good. Do It Well
 International aid and development jobs in 1,000 agencies, companies and NGOs in 100 countries. See
website.
DevMetJOBS.org
 International development jobs and consulting opportunities. See website.
Hess International Educational Group
 Teach English across Asia: Taiwan-based organization offers free training, benefits, and flex
scheduling. See website.
Idealist.org
 Privately funded website offers searchable database of nonprofit international jobs and volunteer
opportunities. See website.
Learn How to Become
 Privately funded website offers searchable database of meaningful volunteer and nonprofit career
options and resources. See website.
ReliefWeb
 Specialized digital service of the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs that posts
jobs regularly. See website.
World Health Organization
 Global health agency in the United Nations system encourages online applications for potential
employment. See website.

The future calls
You can help keep Southeast Asian studies program at NIU going strong with your contribution through
the NIU Foundation. To contribute online, see How to Give and where indicated, specify the Center for
Southeast Asian Studies. If your employer matches your charitable donations, please take a moment to
fill out that form and double your contribution. We appreciate every gift. Thank you!
Persons with a disability who need assistance at any CSEAS event may contact CSEAS at 815-753-1771. If you no longer wish to
receive this bulletin, reply to this e-mail with request to remove your name. Thank you.
Center for Southeast Asian Studies • 520 College View Court • Northern Illinois University • DeKalb, IL 60115 •
815-753-1771 (office) • 815-753-1776 (FAX) • cseas@niu.edu (e-mail) • www.cseas.niu.edu
Facebook • Twitter

•

